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(3) He is depicted as seated on red-and-white lotus. Lotus is a
symbol of detachment and white lotus is an insignia of purity and red
colour signifies love (love for God) and happiness. Brahma had stability
in spiritual principles of Brahmcharya, non-violence, truth, etc. and he
had profound love for the Supreme Father. Red Colour also denotes
energy and activity. Brahma did the work of creation of the world which
could not be done without great energy and high activity

(4) His peculiar posture— Brahma is shown in sitting posture with
his right foot resting on the lotus and the left leg folded and placed on
the seat. This posture signifies to have an active and discriminative or
judicious contact with the world and not to be swayed by emotions or to
be led by lethargy.

(5) Yajnopavita— Thesacred thread. Itis symbolic of the laws of
purity and spiritual discipline.

(6) Hansa or Swan : Hansa is considered, in Hindu symbolism, as
indicative of the power of discrimination or rightjudgement. According
to Indian Mythology, Hansa eats precious gems and discards stone-
pebbles. This means that divine knowledge has attained the stage of
maturity so that one can now clearly discern what is right and what is
wrong, what is virtue and what is vice. The white colour of Hansa is
symbolic of purity. In Indian tradition, a sage who has attained the height
of purity and soul-consciousness is called Pramahansa or the great
swan. In some scriptures, Brahma is mentioned as riding on a chariot,
driven by seven swans. Number seven is considered sacred and these
seven swans signify his supreme status among other great Rajyogis
who are considered seven in number.

(7) Open Eyes : Brahma is always shown with open eyes which
are symbolic of full and wide awakening and of the opening of the ‘Eye
of Knowledge'. These are also indicative of maturity in and natural
stage of meditation so that one does not feel the necessity of closing

one’s eyes so as to keep inwardly attentive to the objective of His
concentration.

The Truth about Brahma
From the above explanation of symbols it is clear that if one does

not try to understand the meanings of these symbols, one won’t be able
to grasp the truth about the World-Progenitor, Brahma. For, if one

considers ‘lotus’ or ‘swan’ not symbolical but factual and considers
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Brahma to be actually sitting on a lotus or drawn'in a chariot by su:rans,
he is utterly mistaken. The same can be said of ‘four faces’ and. four
arms,’ three of these holding three sacred articles and the fourth in the
form of bestowing fearlessness or granting boons. But, it is a pity thaft
some people, either ignorant or feigning to be ignorant of thfs
symbolism, ask: “Elsewhere, Brahma is shown fourfaced, then why is
he here shown as singlefaced? He is shown to be holding the V”edas, so
why is he shown here without a book?” People who raise such
questions should try to understand that when a living person is ther.e
before us and we meet and greet him and know him, what need tl_mre is
of showing symbols? Brahma in fact has two hands and there he is with
us; why should four hands or four faces be shown? These symbols were
used much later when the deity had played his role and was to be
commemorated by means of pictures or icons.

Some people get offended at this answer because of religious
intolerance and they remark : “So you mean to say that Brahma is not
eternalin his form but he is born at some point of time and, having dc?ne
his sacred act of creation, he ceases to be in that form and, having
ceased to be in that form, he has now been ‘born’ again and this man,
Dada Lekh Raj, is now Brahma? How do you say this?”

To understand the answer to this question, it would be better to
refer to the allegorical account of Brahma's birth given in various
Puranas. The sum and substance of this allegory is that Brahma
appeared on or was born of a lotus-stem that emerged from ‘thsj* navel
of Vishnu. He appeared in a‘‘sitting posture’. It is also said in that
narrative that ‘Ikshana’ (the desire to create) appeared in ‘God’ who
was lying on Sheshnaga.

Uptill now many connotations and meanings ’have bgen
ascribed to this allegory. It has been said that the ‘snake sy.mbo.ilses
Time. ‘Sheshnaga’ (Shesha means: remaining, ‘nag’ implies time)
means that most of the time of the world cycle had passed and only
some time still remained. In other words, it was the ending phasg of t.he
world cycle. That is why, in all the mythological tales about the ‘bn.rrh of
Brahma, the description of the time is as though it was the Per.lod of
conjunction of the end of one world-cycle and the beginning of
another cycle when the world had gone down in deep waters—deep
troubles— and was surrounded by Tamas or ignorance. The reference
to divine wish (Ikshana) for starting the work of new creation also
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implies that the old order was nearing its end and the new order had to
be created. There was not cent per cent untruth (Asat) at that time nor
was there the Sat (Truth) but there was confusion around. In these
prevailing conditions, Brahma was born of the stem of lotus that arose
from the navel of Vishnu. Now, it can be appreciated that this
description is only symbolic, for, otherwise, lotus coming out from
Vishnu's navel and Brahma rising up in the sitting posture through its
stem would be meaningless if it is taken in its literary sense. We all know
that ‘navel' is the place to which a conceived baby is connected by
means of a stem. This, therefore, symbolises that‘Brahma’ was‘born’ of
or had his spiritual metamorphosis from Vishnu. As he is shown seated
onalotus, it implies that this allegory does not refer to his physical birth
but to his spiritual and moral regeneration because lotus is symbol of
purity and ‘the sitting posture’ signifies state of peace and meditation.
‘Brahma’ is also called ‘Swayambhu’, meaning: ‘The self-born.” Thus,
his birth has not be considered a physical birth. Collecting all these
pieces of the narrative and making it into a cogent and coherent
biography, we can say that ‘Brahma, whatever was the name given to
him on the basis of his physical birth, was sitting in a quiescent state and
quiet mood when he saw vishnu and, from the latter, gotsuch a spiritual
inspiration as transformed him mentally, morally and spiritually so that
he became a divinised person and had taken a new (spiritual) birth so to
say.

Now if a person listens to what happened in the life of Dada Lekh
Raj one would be able to appreciate our belief. A person with an
agitated and prejudiced mind cannot appreciate the truth. A seeker-
after-truth has to have calm and composed mind, shedding up all bias,
phobias and all sort of indoctrination. Then alone he can get at the
truth.

Dada Lekh Rajwassitting one day in contemplation when he had
a vision of Vishnu and Vishnu said to him: ‘I am the four-armed and so
art thou.’ Then there was a divine voice asking him to practise yoga and
to start the work of creation of the new world-order, characteri-
sed by completely purity and vicelessness. this is put in these
words in the mythology: “A divine voice said, You have to create the
new world.” But Brahma did not know how the world was to be
created. The voice said that he had to do Tapasya—concerted and
sustained effort in having stability in high stage of yoga.
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Exactly the same thing happened with Dada Lekh Raj. He did not
know how the new order of purity, also called Satyuga, had to F)e
created. He practised deep meditation and observed complete purity
and God guided him in this task

If we also study the symbolism and the legend connected w.ith
Jyotirlingum Shiva and with Saraswati, we will have m?re detai‘ls which
tally with the life-story of Dada Lekh Raj when Jyotirbllndu Shiva, wll'lo
had blessed him with the above-mentioned vision, Himself gave him
the name Brahma or Prajapita. And, of course, we all realise and
experience how great he (Brahma) was and how the work sta.arted and
done by him is the work of creation of the new world of purity, peace
and prosperity and hence we also believe in him as Brahma and know
ourselves as Brahma Kumaris and Brahma Kumars. We will, therefore,
now give a brief explanation of the scriptural texts and sacred love
associated with Saraswati.
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His contribution to the understanding of
consciousness & cosmos

I F we evaluate a person’s life in terms of his noble actions and the

service he did to the mankind, and if we assess a person’s creativity
and mental life by taking into account what ideas he contributed to the
understanding of the cosmos in general and the human life in
particular, or what he did towards enhancing the value of life and
bringing peace to the strife-torn world, then Baba's life stands out
supreme, Baba did so much in all these realms as none else has ever
done. In the spiritual realm, the cosmological and cosmogonical
concepts that have come through him are far more revolutionary or at
least as high as Einstein’s are in the realm of physics. These concepts
influence all branches of knowledge, without exception, and are, in
impact and in ultimate effect, far more powerful than Einstein’s, If
Einstein’s theories had led to new understanding of Time and Space,
the revelations made through Dada take one even beyond that and
they add another dimension to view of the cosmos. If the theories of
the former led to the invention of Atom Bomb, the theories and
practicals, enunciated through Brahma Baba led to the
perfection of Atm Bomb, These are for reconstruction rather than for
devastation and destruction. The spiritual weapon he has placed at
the disposal of man is the real Brahmastra—the ultimate in spiritual
armoury. In fact, Shiva Baba explained through him what was,
heretofore, a deep mystery. He gave many deepest facts of life. Man's
understanding of the self. of God and of the Universe was never before
so clear as he made it now, nor had the ideal of a virtuous and holy life
been so clearly set unto mankind as Baba did it now. Nene had earlier
been able to say anything final on the questions of the form of the
universe, the duration of the World Cycle, the origin and the end of the
World History, the goal of human life, the nature of the self and its
relationship with God, the source of Thought and the method of
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controlling or divinising it. Shiva Baba, through his corporeal
medium—Brahma Baba—had touched on topics of eternal and the
timeless interest and he made the pursuit of this knowledge
worthwhile. Heretofore, only provisional theories had been offered by
sages of the yore or thinkers of the present but Baba set on many new
facts a seal of finality. He imparted definitive knowledge on those
questions which had stirred the chord of curiosity in man. Now there
remained no vagueness, doubt, mystery or ambiguity about them.
Everything was as clear as a crystal.

Discovery of new continents of thought and islands of truth

It is a rare fact of history that revelations of Baba have not only
received the attention of common people but they have impinged on
the learned people also. Their influence has overflowed into very
much wider areas and indeed they have ramified beyond the
field of scholarship into the field of science and the sphere of
public affairs. What Baba explained is now being highly
appreciated by physicists, astronomers, geologists, scholars
of history, philosophy and aesthetics, medical practitioners,
neurologists, psychiatrists, psychologists, jurists and eminent
men of other disciplines. He has made a deep imprint on
civilisation and culture, nay, he has given it a new direction.

Anyone who studies impartially God’s revelations made through
Baba, he will reach the conclusion that his work led him to many new
discoveries—discoveries of new continents of Thought which were
no less important than the discovery of America by Columbus or India
by Vasco-de-Gama. Baba’s voyages into meditation and his sojourn in
spiritual thought has given to man the knowledge of many new islands
of truth. If we ask the question whether a man who has chosen to
dedicate his life to the pursuit of knowledge qua knowledge and to
ideas qua ideas, ever made an impact on the minds of the men in
general, Baba's life would provide the answer that ideas do travel from
the meditation hall of a Rajyogi over the wide world around.

But this could not give the impression that Baba was an ivory-
tower thinker, philosopher or theoretician, No. He was practical
without doubt. He first practised and only then preached. He had no
value for mere theories that were not practised or that brought
stationariness in life. He himself was so dynamic. He gave religion and
Spiritualism new dynamism and vigour.
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Man of myriad qualities

He was spontaneous and required no study or preparation for his
lectures. He gave anecdotes and quoted practical instances to explain
various philosophical or knotty points. His wealth of knowledge and
understanding was truly amazing; it was seemingly inexhaustible.
Solutions to problems occurred to him at the spur of the moment. He
kept his audience deeply absorbed and interested. He was frank, witty
and fearless. There were no taboos in his mind. The clear light of his
reason swept away every doubt and ill-feeling. His anecdotes of ‘The
frogs croaking, ‘The monkeys yelling, ‘The sheep convention’, etc.
brought smiles or peels of laughter. He had the wonderful sense of
good proportion that comes with good humour. He nudged more
people into self-realisation and purification with a sweet smile, a
healthy joke or a kind look than were ever forced in through fear and
long-faced piety. He expressed himself fearlessly even on topics which
another man would consider sensitive. He was unphased by any event

or happening so far as his daily discourse and mediation class was
concerned.

An ideal Godly student

He was able to impart the words of profound wisdom—this
despite the fact that he did not have much formal education. Perhaps,
this proved an asset, for his mind received no indoctrination and false
conditioning and had no vanity of being a highly educated man or a
scholar. He always considered himself a student—a Godly student at
that He happily said : “Godly student life is the best.” He was an
ideal Godly student, for he followed God's teachings wholeheartedly
and sincerely.

He was not like an orange-clad or saffron-dressed gury, sellinga
short-cut to Mukti or a recipe for meditation in Indian metropolis or in
foreign countries by making jaunts in jumbo-jets. He did not believe in
the philosophy of being tucked away in the bowels of the red wood
forests, besides a stream, away from all. In fact, he disapproved all this
and advised to be natural. He was a practical World Teacher. He knew
that the salvation of an individual would not solve the problem, for the

whole world is in agony and is crying in pain, He, therefore, worked for
the purification of one and all,
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He considered critics as friends '
Purity and Meditation, knowledge and virtue were h_is ma1;
lamps of life. He was an embodiment of tf)ierance, c‘om;;?ssu;n tarl?1
forgiveness. His opponents relentlessly tried to_ mi-:lllgnI im lu IeI:
never allowed hate to enter into his mind. He wished a! peop iiz w{:
and considered his critics to be his friends, for they drew his attention to
certain points and thus kept him on the alert.

Baba’s main lesson and message

His main lesson is pithily expressed in his last discourse which he
delivered on the night of 18th January, 1969. He aﬁked_mar;f 'Fo
become Nirakari, Nirvikari and Nirhankari, i.e. to establish himse 11n
the truth that he is an incorporeal soul, and to be viceless and, above all,
to give up all pride, ego and body-consciousness. He furt’her askeld tc;
have loveful and conscious link with God, for that alone is capab ; Df
absolving the soul of all its rust of past moral deformities, and o
eradicating all sorrows and sufferings.

Baba's message was the message of love, compassion anld
universal brotherhood of man's under the Fatherhood of Go.d. This
method of his has brought real integration among people of different
races, nationalities, castes and creeds and has given hope and peace to
the agony-stricken world.

His formula for health )
The cardinal rule of health professed by him was : “Le‘ad a pious
and care-free life, firmly established in the belief in the non-violable law
of Karma or the set plan of the world drama, be c?lm and contented,
train yourself in the habit of meeting emergency w!th calmnessh‘ never
giving way to brooding and worry. And it is very important that iyo::
avoid, as poisonous and suicidual, anger, fear, gluttony and sex-lust.

His method and aim of work '
Baba had proper blending of harmony and balancel W:h
functionality. He had a strong sense of direction. Whatever he.dld, e
did methodically, resolutely and with a purpose. Type was his for.te.
Whatever he did was for the general welfare. There was no s‘elflsh
motive behind it. Baba always wanted to give and to bless. He meFi to
bestow good luck on all by inspiring them to engage themselves into
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good action. He considered all as his spiritual children and always felt

happy to see them rise as a teacher or father feels happy when his
students or children rise in life.

The value he gave to Time

He understood the value of time as no one else did. He often
explained how this particular life, being last in the World Cycle, is
valuable and how time, usefully spent in spiritual endeavour and in
service of mankind can give us a happy future for twenty-five centuries.
“Our present body”, he said, “though born of sex-lust can be a very
useful instrument for raising ourselves to be deities.” He, therefore,
advised one and all to take care of the body as God's property and as a
trust and to do no evil, hear no evil and see no evil through it, for God
will not give to man a thing for being misused. However, when it was
time for doing Godly service, he counselled all not to say‘No’, for Baba

would help one with a healthy feeling if one would happily devote the
self to service.

Flights into the spaceships of Godly remembrance

Baba was a man of infinite charm. His words could achieve
miracles greater than man'’s going into space or landing on the moon.
He could inspire souls to counteract the forces of worldly attraction and
also the pull of the body and to fly beyond space, mentally, into the
Soul World. He called this as Yad Ki Yatra—Mind's pilgrimage into the
world of God on the spaceship of intense love for and remembrance of
God. The souls could do this easily though a moment before they had
considered this ‘impossible’. Baba did not believe in miracles nordid he
consider the materialisation of ashes or watches etc., by means of
occult powers, a good thing. He called this ‘pai-paise ki cheese’—a
worthless achievement, for it gave man no lasting benefit He
emphasised that unless man purified the self by means of God's

knowledge and loveful meditation, he could never attain any lasting
and noble result

He loved and used art for elevation of mankind
Baba's aesthetic tastes and sense of appreciation were highly
developed. He used music during meditation and interpreted songs to
give a start and a touch of art to his discourses, He sometimes said that
the songs were the Gita. He appreciated poetry. In the early days of the
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institution, he even composed some songs so as to l?e recited by the
spiritual children. Yet he considered silence as superior to songs and,
gradually, led the children into soundless stage. In fact, he had‘ great
love for all fine arts. He wanted these to be used for the elgvatlon of
souls. He understood how effective these could be in conveylng_Gt?dly
message in an interestingway. He instructed for making g?od paintings
of Godly knowledge—illustrations, charts and all. He pointed out that
arts have the potentialities to raise man to spiritual heights and these
have also the capability for bringing man’s downfall. He, therefore,
wanted man to see that, in the name of beauty, there was no vulgarity
and that beauty was blended with goodness, that Sundaram was
accompanied by a wish for Shivam.

A Pillar of strength and tower of Light

Above all. he was the greatest Rajyogi of all times. Anyone who
sat in his presence, experienced peace and withdrawal from the body.
There were divine grace in his acts. He radiated vibrations of spiritual
calmness. He had attained the mental quietitude and constancy under
situations of stress and in face of vicissitudes. He was noble-hearted
and had become, by means of practice of intense meditaﬁ.on, a
powerhouse from which a great multitude of men, women and children
drew their spiritual strength.

God’s call to rally round the Banner of
Soul-Consciousness, Purity and Truth
Shiv Baba now gave a call for practical idealism and divine
morality. He announced that whatever was believed by those who were
body-conscious and were steeped in vices, was not worthy of being
acceptd by those who aspired for spiritual excellence. He explained
in unequivocal terms and in a forceful style that body-
consciousness and neglect are the root causes of all sufferings
and he underscored the necessity of Purity. He declared that
body-consciousness was philosophically unjustifiable,
morally indefensible, socially dangerous, economically
exploitative, politically divisive, and, in every way, harmful, for
it gave rise to casteism, racial discrimination, over-population,
violent form of nationalism, licentious tendencies, crime and
all its off-shoots.
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He categorically condemned the caste system based on birth and

exhorted people to uprootit as, in its present form, it had no spiritual or
moral sanction.

He championed the cause of women—their spiritually oriented
education, and, above all, their right to Purity. He brought them out of
confinement of the house and inspired them to accept the respon-
sibility of bringing about new awakening and the moral change in the
society.

He called upon the priests and pujaris (worshippers), who had
continued to beat the drums of old rituals and of idol worship to break
their age-old shackles of blind faith and superstition and meaningless
rituals and to take to Life of Brahmcharya, Purity and Meditation on
one Incorporeal God. He explained to them that there was only one
Incorporeal God and that no human being, (including Dada himself)
could claim to be God or his incarnation nor could any man claim the
title of Jagat Guru’, for God alone was the Guru or the Liberator of the
whole world. He further explained that there were two kinds of
Religion—one was ‘the sleeping pill religion’ and the other ‘the
awakening religion’. It was the former type of religion that was called
the ‘opiate of the people’. He had now pledged to become an
instrument for the re-establishment of awakening religion.

He also gave a call to the political leaders to work for their
emancipation from hatred, anger, sex-lust and such other evils; for, a
person who had evil tendencies, could not succeed in bringing lasting
happiness to others.

In doing this, his object was not to hurt anyone’s suceptibilities
or to injure anyone's feelings. On the other hand, his object was to
awaken them and his aim was the well-being of mankind. His intention
was to help them in the ascertainment of what is right and what is wrong
and to enable them to accept truth and to reject falsehood.

Fierce Opposition
But, by doing all this, he had put his hand into a hornet’s nest. He
knew that he was treading a risky path. He could have been contented
with practising meditation for his own elevation and translating the
truths for his own progress but he was not a selfish person who would
keep this valuable Godly treasure to himself only. He wanted to share
this spiritual wealth with others as he had practised philanthropy earlier
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when he was a businessman. He could have payed platitudes to
scholars and religious heads and there would have been no problem
but he could not strangle his conscience and hide .the Truth as he had
understood it. Moreover, he could not escape this sacred duty even
otherwise as it was God Shiva who, lording over his intell?ct. made all
these pronouncements and commandments, using hls‘ organ of
speech. But, the masses did not know God and His incognito descent
on Baba as the Gita says that body-conscious people do not and cannot
recognise God and His wondrous ways when He descends Fm a hurr.lan
form. So, the inevitable happened. A great storm was raised against
Bab's teachings.
No great man, past or present, has escaped censure by people'of
his land because, in all lands, there are some short-temperec! fanatics
who jump to their feet and commit violence or start a‘g'ttations‘, feeling br_aue
and righteous. There are also those who fee! afraid of losing pecun.lary
benefits, prestige or power because of a change in the present beliefs,
customs or set-up. They always group together to offer resistance and
to enact reprisals. Any number of instances can be sumrno_n.ec.l in
support of this. Even so, Baba had to face trenchant cnhcr'sm.
blasphemy and grave persecution, for the vested interests formjet:l 1_nto
pickets of opposition and oppression. But Baba had magnificient
tolerance and he exhorted all those who had rallied round him to keep
their cool, for the Truth ultimately prevails. His mental calm finally set
all the storms at rest.

Undisturbed and Undeterred

Undisturbed by all provocations and predicaments, Brahma
Baba went on doing the divine task, assigned to him by Shiv Baba
whose vehicle and instrument he was. Shiv Baba and Brahma Baba not
only explained the precepts to the faithfuls but they, as Bap-Dada, set
to the task of perfecting a number of dedicated and sacrificing souls
who would do real service to the world at large as apostles of this
renaissance and would be living examples unto others of the life of
yoga, purity, simplicity, abnegation and self-control and this they
ultimately achieved.

His concept of Dharma
The concept of Dharma which Bap-Dada gave was that Dharma
meant Dharna, i.e. inculcation of sublime values. To him, the real
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religion was the religion of the soul, namely Purity and Peace, and not
the religion based on one’s birth to parents of a particular
denomination.

The World-Benefactor in the real sense

One of Baba’s guiding principles was the categorical emphasis on
the betterment of the entire humanity without any limiting
consideration. He was Vishwa-Kalyankari—the World Benefactor—in
the real meaning of the term. Not only those who were on the rolls of
the Brahma Kumaris' Institution, could claim his love, care and
guidance, but everyone, wherever he was living or to whichever colour
or country he belonged, could have his services. It was a tremendous
task he performed in making this self-generating and self-sustaining
institution, and, obviously, small and closed minds could not undertake
the correct implementation of Shiv Baba’s universal programmes.
Those engaged in the task of world welfare of the creation of a world
order have to outgrow dwarfing influences. And this no one failed to
find in Brahma Baba’s corporeal life.

Unique qualities and work

Anyone who had, earlier, thought that ‘Love is God’, ‘Work is
Worship’ or ‘God is Peaceful were catchy phrases or were mere
panderings to the modern fetish of religious groups, now realised by
coming into contact with Shiva Baba, through Brahma Baba, that these
are vital and vibrant truths. The way Brahma Baba lived and spoke was
such that it was evident that only a person who felt the truths, enshrined
in these words, could use them with such facility and so naturally.

Often, before an interview with him, one would baulk at the idea
of speaking with such a personage as it might be called, on equal terms,
and to put questions to him but such was his spiritual influence that one
felt that he had obtained answer to his questions and such was his
affiability that no one felt awed or overawed in his company.

The last discourse of Shiv Baba and Brahma Baba, when the
latter was in corporeal form, has the echoes of many highest and
noblest principles of all religions. His last testament recalls Buddha's
parting words to Ananda, his closest disciple : “Be a lamp unto
vourself”, and also Christ's sermon to his disciples (in Luke 6 : 22)
‘Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you and shall reproach you, and
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{ out your name as evil, Bap-Dada said, in their typical style : ‘Be a
;:a;p unto yourself and also unto others’ and ‘take those as friends who
a

talk ill of you'. 0,8 ;

For about 46 years now, the Brahma Kumaris Institution, va.hlch
they founded, has been in the vanguard of the movement of spmtu!a:
iberation of mankind and re- establishment of the Golden-Aged wzr :
order. Its emphasis is quite rightly on thg conceplt of brotheglocf) : g-?e
man and its work is based on the belief that,‘m the goo of :
individual lies the good of the community and in the we_lfar? of t le
community lies the betterment of the indiuic!ual. I't is s'mc_ere ’y
dedicated to bring about a world of complete Purity. This 1ns.t.1t|.1t10r11 is
their living legend and livingmonument and their present role in subt e:
angelic form or through the corporeal mer.:liurn of Erahma Kumzlaln
Hirdaya Mohini is an unbroken and continuing experience that really
enlivens, enlightens and elevates.

Validity of the belief of Shiv Baba’s advent in Baba

The knowledge that Shiv Baba gave through the oral organ of
Prajapita Brahma was not known to him earlier. In fact, s_ome of the
concepts and precepts in which he believed earlier were dlametflcallg;'
opposed to those now revealed by Shiv Baba. Brahma Baba himsel
also heard them for the first time when these were first revealed. And,
he appreciated them as others did. Nay, he was the happiest one to
hear these, and the manner he appreciated showed clearly that theée
have been discoursed by a different Authority. However, h‘e put thesein
practice and set a practical example unto them and explained these by
his experience and filled in the gaps.

In fact, concepts revealed through Baba are nqt ? mere
permutation and combination of the systems in vogue in his time nor
are these in the nature of mere amendments to the prevalent thought
but, rather, these make, at many points, complete and bold departl%re
from thosé so far known and yet form into a complete system with
cogency and without inconsistency and, are quintessence c‘n‘ all
branches of knowledge and, in their moral nature, these are far higher
than the highest. So, these cannot have been given but by God.

In the strife-torn world, he brought peace to many homes, _hopeg
to many dejected souls, spiritual strength to those who cons:dere!
themselves too weak to attain worthy goals of purity, and he blessea
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many souls with the gift of self-realisation and happiness. He is now
doing this divine work in the angelic form of Auyakt Brahma. He and
Shiv Baba, who are in constant company, are together called Bap-
Dada. If poet Rabindra Nath Tagore were alive to- day, he would pay
his homage in these words :

O Serene, O Free,

In thine immeasurable mercy and goodness

Wipe away all dark stains from the heart
of the earth.

Man’s heart is anguished with the fever
of unrest

With the poison of self-seeking,

with a thirst that knows no evil

Countries far and wide flaunt on their
foreheads

The blood-red mark of hatred.

Touch them with thy right hand,

Make them one in spirit,

Bring harmony into their life,

Bring rhythm of beauty.

Teachings and the
Teacher par excellence

HERE have been many spiritual preceptors, philosophers and

founders-of-religions in the world but Brahma Baba’s place
among them is unique. Not only did God or Shiv Baba give, through
him as medium, divine wisdom to the world but he himself also had
now become a teacher par excellence. That is why, besides God,
Brahma Baba is also regarded as ‘The Bestower of wisdom’. He is also
known as the ‘Divine Teacher, for he also imparted the knowledge
learnt from God in an excellent manner. There is a huge contrast
between what he taught, or what God taught through him as His
medium and what human beings have been teaching Naturally,
Brahma Baba taught what Shiva, the God, had earlier taught through
him as his medium. Brahma Baba only retold it, associating his own
personal experience also with it. The main Thesis was Shiv Baba'’s
revelation; Brahma Baba only expanded and illustrated it.

Huge Contrast

In doing this, he used the Hindu taxonomy yet his usage had a
distinct meaning. He talked and acted in such lively and vigorous way
that the resuscitation and revival of the real religion, long extinct,
became possible. He did not confuse people with outlandish esoteric
jargaon in lieu of proper doctrine, rather he explained the tenents in a
lucid, explicit and forceful style. He did not place, unto mankind, the
teachings in a wishy-washy wooly manner but, rather, his statements
were clear-cut, unambiguous and innocuous enough to guide man on
the path of truth and righteousness. Just to save himself from the
onorous task of explaining, at length, the truth of his statements, he did
not say that all religions are basically the same, or that whatever
differences, there are, are mere surface differences, or that there is a
profound oneness, to all seemingly contradictory teachings; on the
contrary, he pointed out in clear terms the contrast between this and
the other systems. He got a book published with the title; Huge
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Contrast (between what human beings have been saying and what
God says). He did not take something from every religion to fabricate a
new one. Rather, he could abhor the idea of picking items from the old
scripture and patching them together, or to form something in religion
as Esperants was formed. Nay, what God Shiva, gave, through him, is
utterly original, fresh and new one. A person, whom its distinct natureis
not clear, has not understood it. For, in it, there is radical divergence
from the basic assumptions of all religions. It may have its parallels in
other religions and scriptures but its origin, its content, its connotation
is all its own. What he teaches may be comparable to the ancient most
or to something in this and something in that scripture but the fact
remains that it has not been taken from any text, though certain texts
might have been cited to elaborate it.

Thus his teachings are not Khichri-ized with all isms. He did not
say that Rama, Krishna, Vishnu, Shankar or Christ and Buddha, all are
Gods or God's incarnations. Rather, he has explained who iswhoin the
religious heirarchy. He did not ask people to swallow his stuff with a big
laddle; on the contrary, he asked them to cogitate and use their
judgement. ‘Judge it yourself, he used to say.

His Thesis and the hope

The thesis he has given is overridingly theistic and has hard
common-sense and rationality behind it. Yet, it has strong effective,
aesthetic and intuitive currents also in it. It provides good feelings,
pampers our affections for God, and lets us act our histrionic and thespian
dimensions. It gives us ecstasy, constant happiness and inner satisfaction. It
leads to religious consummation. It caters to the cognitive, emotive
and effective needs of man. It is cogent and coherent. It satisfies
a scholar, a scientist and anyother intellectual as much as it satisfies
a semi-educated villager. Thus it proves quite wrong the old anthro-
pologists and writers who thought that man will grow less religious as he
grew more scientific and that religion survives as long as no answers have
been provided by science to questions of cosmic kind. The fact remains
that his thesis is as scientific as any given before on a topic of physics or
chemistry; only it has been made easy and has been shorn of complicated
explanations.

He did not summarily designate and reject the world as misery—
sabbam dukkham, in line with the key statement of Buddist thought.

Teachings and the Teacher par excellence 57

On the contrary, he has asserted that it was ‘sabbam sukkham’, the
world was a paradise, but sorrow and sufferings entered this world only
recently, ‘only yesterday’ if we were to put it in his words. He has said
that man’s body-consciousness has caused him all these sufferings
and, originally, in the Golden Age and Silver Age of the world order,
there was not a single event of pain, injury, disease or suffering in any
part of the world. The world, according tc him, was then a veritable
heaven. This forms the basic tenet of his thesis. He builds on it his
exhortation to men to make efforts now to re-establish that Golden-
Aged world order.

For centuries, it has been assumed that it is the nature of mind to
wander and, for this reason, it has been understood as hard to control.
Like a monkey jumping from branch to branch, it has to be disciplined
and coerced against it. But said that this was an utterly wrong belief. The
soul, on this earth-stage was originally not restless; the mind was
neither a jumping monkey nor a vicious, poisonous, stinging scorpion.
It was calm, peaceful and divine. It became vicious and restless much
later when the soul mistakenly identified itself with its body. Moreover.,
mind is not an entity different from the self. He therefore, taught us the
way to stabilise in the self and lo, the Mind was at rest

Thus he has not encouraged despair and cynicism. Rather, he
has given hope, message and a mission of life. He has provided
remedy. He has dealt with the problems. He has taught the art of
vanquishing radical ills. He has not said that this world is an illusion
and so are its problems; nay, he has explained the history cycle of the
world and has asked us to act and has promised that the doctrines and
practice taught by him can eradicate and eliminate sufferings or, at
least, ameliorate the condition. He has not only taught how one can
immunise oneself against the inevitable but also what efforts one can
make to attain a state of perfection and beatitude. He has not made
only cosmetic efforts for theimprovements of humanity’s lot but rather
he has sacrificed his everything for the service of the mankind and has
put his heart and soul to work for world welfare or world-renewal.

Identification of causes of sufferings
He has explained that the sex-lust, masqurading as love, has
brought the downfall of mankind. It has created an unprecedented
economic upheaval by bringing about high increase in human
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population which, in its wake, has brought out, in virulent form, the
problems of employment, accommodation and scarcity of food. He has
explained that love can take the form of carnality, obscenity and
attraction for the flesh, and it can be platonic or spiritual as well. The
former kind is based on body-consciousness and ignorance and
forgetfulness of the self. It is sensual inits nature and takes first the form
of attachment and then of repugnance. It is not real love but love
misplaced. If love is real, spiritual and divinised, it can work wonders. It
cannot be the cause of pain. Even animals and plants respond to love.
Pure and unselfish love can, bring unity, peace and growth to the world.

He has also pointed out that anger has led to the present state of
confrontation between super powers, with the superweapons which
are like the geni that can’t be put back into the bottle. He has also
clarified that Ahmkara, ego or pride is the source and fount of clash and
violence. He has elaborated the standpoint that greed of some and
lethargy and complacence of others has led the world to its present
state of abject poverty, malnutrition, dirt and slums and also
confrontation between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’. He was not against
acquiring wealth, But he stressed that one should use fair means, one
should not exploit others, should be broad-minded and generous and
should not have greed. He abhorred living on charity.

He has thus identified the underlying causes of world’s
economic, political and psychological ills; he has given a through
analysis of the problem that are pestering man; he has diagnosed the
spiritual disease afflicting the society and has given a practical
prescription er formula for attaining health, wealth and happiness,
purity, peace and prosperity.

The practical solution

His formula for salvation does not demand beating of drums and
chanting Hare Rama, Hare Krishna in raucous voices. His system does
not ask the congregation to chant louder and louder and in quickening
tempo and shuffle their feet in rock-‘n’-roll dance, clap-trap their hands
to beat time, raise aloft their arms and leap into the air in fervent
Bhakti or to sing hymns and dance to a frenzied climax. Nor does it
require one to pour ladles full of ghee or cooking oil, mustard seeds,
etc. into the ‘holy pit’, on the ‘sacred fire’. He has not said that one can
attain emancipation by reading scriptures or going into the refuge of a
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human guru. He has told very clearly that all these can only bring short-
lived peace, vanishing prosperity, fulfilment of a worldly desire for a
while, fleetingand temporary happiness and a meagre inner calm. One
should not seek such small and little-lasting attainments. One should
not adopt methods which crample one's spiritual progress or give one
the wrong belief that man rises only to these small heights and cannot
conquer the realms beyond there. One should have the treasure of
imperishable gems of knowledge from God and should have the
inexhaustible store of bliss from God through intense, deep and
constant meditation.

One important thing about Brahma Baba is that he did not consider
himself as a guru. Instead, he strongly emphasised the need of
considering God alone as a Satguru. He asked his listeners to pay
utmost attention to Gyan and give up the ways of blindfaith,
superstitions, meaningless rituals and devotion to deities. He
elaborately explained the need to stabilise the mind in the love of one
incorpereal God, who is the Father and Liberator of all. He made itvery
clear that Raj- Yoga is the real way to get absolved of one’s past vicious
actions and to eradicate one’s present negative personality-traits. He
clarified how Bhakti can get one only the fulfilment of some desires but
cannot enable one to have Beatitude or Fruition, i.e. Muktiand Jeevan
Mukti.

Rajyoga Meditation is the way to Liberation and Fruition

Baba explained that man’s desires are endless. If, therefore, one
performs acts of Bhakti with the aim of achieving success in business, if
one prays for gaining promotion or performs yajnas for fulfilment of
some desires, one would have only paltry and transitory gain. If, on the
other hand, one practises meditation, one will be able to divinise
himself and will thus deserve all the nine kinds of wealth and eight kinds
of powers and will be ever-healthy, ever-wealthy and ever-happy
without begging anything from God. Baba pointed out that God is
man's Father who is the ocean of Purity, Peace, Bliss, Love, etc. We, as
His dear children, can have, from Him, the inheritance of these
provided we deserve it and provided we maintain loveful relationship
with Him, He, therefore, made all efforts to give the understanding that
one has to have spiritual yoga to maintain loveful relationship with
God. Baba, therefore, gave the message in the cryptic and condensed
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statement. Be Holy and Rajyogi and you will have God-Fatherly
inheritance. You need not pray for it.

Baba explained that if we tried to remove all the thorns of the
world, we, as human beings, would never succeed. Butif we were to put
on strong shoes, the thorns would become completely ineffective.
Baba thus pointed out that the problems of the world-the Natural
Calamities, hostility, etc. were insurmountable from human view
point. But if we take the Divine Knowledge and Rajyoga-meditation,
we will be able to rise above the worldly hurdles and our Mind will learn
to rule over Matter and to remain unaffected by situations which cause
sufferings. When we become holy and deserve complete peace in our
world, God will burn all the thorns and thistles of wordly sufferings and
make the world a paradise for us. Only we have first to become deities
to deserve to be in paradise. If we practise meditation, all the
thorns, sown by us by doing sins in the past, will get burnt-the whole lot-
so that the cause for sufferings will get totally and finally destroyed. So,
the chief props of Baba's thesis are Rajyoga and Yaga ethics.

Godly Knowledge and Rajyoga is for all

In the history of India, there has been a long period during which
Vedic teachings were, as they say, forbidden to be imparted to the ‘low-
caste’ people whom they called ‘Shudras’. Baba has given new
explanation of the term ‘Shudras’ and ‘the low caste’. He has said that
‘Shudra’ is synonymous with Kshudra, i.e. ‘Lower or fallen’. At the end
of Kaliyuga, everyone is Shudra, because no one is free from Sex-lust,
anger, greed, attachment and pride. All are ‘fallen’ as compared to the
king and the subjects of Satyuga, the first quarter of human history-
cycle. In Satyuga, all are deities; all are sinless, righteous and pure. For
them, knowledge and Rajyoga are not needed because they are
already holy in thought, word and deed. Godly knowledge and
Rajyoga are needed for the Shudra, i.e. the fallen souls so that they may
purify themselves. Those who become pious by means of this, are true
Brahmins. For, a Brahmin is one who is enlightened and is holy by
thought, deed and word. One is not a Brahmin by virtue of his physical
birth but by virtue of spiritual birth, i.e. by virtue of complete
metamorphosis from a body-conscious and vice-entangled life-style toa
soul-conscious and vicelss life-style. Baba, therefore enjoined that
Godly Knowledge and Rajyoga be taught to all, without any distinction
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on the basis of caste, creed and religion, so that one may become a
Brahmin, i.e. a holy and enlightened being who has been spiritually
reborn and who now observes the vow of Brahmcharya and considers
Brahma as his god-father. and Shiva as the Supreme Father.

Until now the tradition has been that the initiation is performed
by the guru following a set pattern. After a person is considered fit to be
enrolled, the guru gives him the diksha (Spiritual gift). The diksha
proceeds through a number of stages. First, the chela (disciple) or
jigyasu (seeker) pays homage to the guru. The guru then tests the
chela’s knowledge and his sense and degree of devotion. This may take
months and years and the chela may be required to stay at guru’s
hermitage or Ashram. Then there is a symbolic cremation of the
disciple, indicating his severence with his past life. The new one is
supposed to begin when the guru sprinkles him with consecrated water
(Abhisheka) and finally, he whispers, into the disciple’s ears, the rahasya
ie. the secret doctrine or the mantra—the sacred formula to be
chanted or repeated. The guru mantra may be a verse from the Gita, a
line from an upanishad or it may be only a word. It is considered to be a
secret, confided by a guru to his disciple and must never be divulged.
The disciples repeat the mantra in silence sometime every day by
meditating on it so as to still the vagarancy of the mind. Now-a-days,
some gurus do not observe all these traditional steps and, instead, they
whisper a mantra into an intending follower and they also touch the
seeker's Bhrikuti— the mid-point between the two eyebrows—or they
bless the chela with their hands. It is supposed that the guru thus passes
on his spiritual power to the disciple whose process of awakening now
starts. Baba did not follow any of these traditional steps or methods. He
explained their origin and their real significance and gave under-
standing of how that, later, turned into the ritual.

Baba said that all souls have their birth-right to attain Godly
Knowledge or the Mahamantra, i.e. the ‘great advice’ from God. In
fact, he emphasised that the Godiy message should reach each and
cveryone:not a single human being should be left without God's
nvitation to come and attain this Godly Knowledge and inheritence,
else that sou! will, later. complain that God, the World Father. had
deprived him of his due. Baba explained that this Godly Knowledge of
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Mantra is not to be kept a secret. Anyone who does not divulge it or
does not pass it on to others is a miserly person; he cannot have high
degree of happiness that the wealth of knowledge gives when it is
given to others. Baba compared this knowledge to imperishable wealth
and said that one should be generous and charitable. He likenedittoa
lighted lamp and said one flame should light another. One should give
knowledge to many, for, unless all get it, the whole world will not get
transformed and, unless the whole world gets transformed into
paradise, not a single individual will have perfect happiness. He said
that there is no question of one becomingachela and one’s showing his
degree of devotion to us so as to deserve initiation. One the contrary,
we should adopt all gentle ways—invitation, persuation, gifts of
literature, etc., etc.—so as to prepare every soul to take this knowledge
and to practise meditation, for we have do him this good service, of
which he does not know the value but we do. He may not show interest
in the knowledge but we ought to be interested in that.

Baba further explained that the tradition of performing the symbolic
cremation of the disciple and the sprinkling of ‘consecrated’ water on
him were mere rituals. Instead, when this Godly Knowledge is given
then the soul develops detachment and dispassion and forgets old
connections, based on body-consciousness and takes a new, spiritual
life. There can be no consecrated water; it is Godly Knowledge which is
the elixir or the sacred water. This knowledge gives you the secret
about the soul, God, the Soul world and the esoteric meanings of the
legendry tales in brief. Therefore, this is the Rahasya. It is unknown, but
now it should be announced to the whole world to a clarion call, for,
without this, ignorance, blind faith, superstition and viciousness will not
release their iron grip on the world. Thus, Baba does not talk of
initiation of a few chelas by giving them a secret mantra and asking
them not to divulge the truth; instead, he asks to divulge this forgotton
secret and to reveal this truth to all. He is, in this sense, World Teacher
in the real sense of the words. God's every vakya (statement) is
mahavakya. His every word is a mantra, ie. a sacred advice. His
Mahamantra is, Manmana Bhav, meaning : remember me. The
mantra is not to be repeated, read or recited; on the contrary, it has to
be sincerely acted upon as prescription by a doctor has not to be read
and re-read but the medicine, stated therein, has to be taken to cure
oneself of the disease.
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The teachings of Baba give one a broad vision, and an
unusual tolerant attitude. These reflect all that is best in
anyother religion or anyother secular system of economic,
politic or social thought. His system subsumes arguments that
can be given for and against it and it discusses all aspects of
problems. It has rightfully the claim of having the quality of
universality. It stands on no unproved or unsubstantiated
presuppositions. Its metaphysical preposition claims to
derive from religious experience, Divine visions and besides,
draw their support from Physics, Cosmology, Cosmogony.
Geology, etc., etc. It has no trivialities or pathalogical
electicism. It is not a philosophy or teaching that works well
with thz very young or intellectually and spiritually undeve-
loped people and leads to total attrition or stagnance when one

advances, attains some maturity, or reaches some height. It
has nostylic inanity. It is such a unique thing that a daily dose
of it gives new vigour and new strength to the soul and it can
never go waste nor does it die without producing result one day.

The knowledge which Baba has imparted is not merely religious
in nature. It has the useful essence of cosmology, history, philosophy
ethics, psychology, aesthetics, culture, psychotherapy, etc. initand ha;
also the seeds of new health sciences, social sciences and sciences
Fonnected with Space and Time. In fact, it has all these essential
ingredients of every branch of knowledge which are necessary to make
one's life peaceful, happy and healthy. Therefore, it has been truly said
that by knowing it, nothing remains to be known to attain life’s goal.

The teachings are thus superb and the teacher is most exalted and its
excellence is beyond words. O




Life and Personality of
Brahma Baba

—Some Recollections

THE personality of Prajapita Brahma, the lucky vehicle to God
Shiva, the Incorporeal Father of all souls, Redeemer of the sinners
and the Ocean of Gyan, was truly singular. Even when you simply
looked at him, you felt that he was certainly a rare person. A tall and
healthy body, prominent high forehead, and sharp and piercing eyes
impressed all who saw him. Grey hair topping his bright appearance,
white dress and sweet smile—these combined to make a splendid
figure. Even at 80, his face was not shrunken. His eyes were so healthy
as to make eye-specialists wonder how it was possible to have such
good eyes at his age. He never needed any specks to read or to look at
distances. His voice was sweet and, at the same time, serious; it
continued to ring in one’s ears for days. His gait would shame even the
young. His face shone always with smiles. No one saw Baba laugh
loudly nor was he ever sad. Though he was an astonishingly light- eater,
he owned a good physique. Inspite of his being highly busy, he never
appeared to be fatigued. He would sit for3 to4 hours without having to
change his posture. I don’t think he slept for more than four hours. The
rest of the time he used to be engaged in the purifying remembrance of
Shiv Baba or was busy doing Godly Service. A shining example of the
ideal Karmayogi was he, our Prajapita Brahma!

Unselfish and deep Love

His heart was suffused through and through with affection for
mankind. Not thinking much about our greatest iapses and short-
comings, he would shower on us all the affection he was capable of.
Even in our earthly parents, there is a strain or too of self-interest, but
this our unearthly father Prajapita Brahma's affection was entirely
selfless. In order to enable us to obtain not only release from Maya's
Prison-house but also to acquire our divine birthright, he was always
busy doing spiritual service. Just as a father endures the greatest
hardships to get his son released from prison, so also Baba, foregoing
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all his conveniences, would be busy at all hours in doing service to each
individual, even if this meant spending as much devoted care as each
such case needed. If after having spent thousands of rupees, only one
soul was uplifted, he would be immensely happy, so deep was the
parental affection that our Baba had.

Ask for no donations!

During the present debased age, Brahma Baba raised the level of
spirituality quite high. What is observed to-day all over the world is that
spirituality has been held so cheap as to be bought for money! These
Sannvasis, whose principle of life was not to touch money with evena
barge-pole, have become the slaves of money. Donations are collected
almost everywhere. It was at such a time that Baba announced that no
donations could be asked for by us, let alone receiving them. “One
should rather die than go about begging”, he said. He issued strict
orders that nothing should be accepted even if offered voluntarily. The
only exception could be that of accepting service to this Gyan Yagna in
the form of money from only those who have benefitted from divine
service here and imbibed divine virtues, as members of this divine
family. Thus did Baba enunciate a high ideal of not accepting monetary
service unless spiritual service had already been rendered to him by us.
The aspirants who come to the service-centre and are asked to take the
usual one-week course, ask, what fees have to be paid by them. But,
they are surprised to learn that instructions in divine Gyan and Rajyoga
are given free of any charge.

Free from even a slight tinge of conceit

Now-a-days on the contrary, we find conceit rampant in all
spheres of activity, more so in the sphere of spirituality. Has not egotism
become a valuable asset of these so-called ascetics or‘godmen’. People
cannot expect to receive a Sannyasi's blessings until they bow so low
asto lie full-length at their feet, with their forehead touching the ground
orthe Sannyasi's feet. These ‘saints’ have really abased and humiliated
the ‘followers’? They have thus been made to lose self-confidence and
have learnt to have the inferiority complex. It is during degraded time
like this that Shiv Baba comes into this world. Brahma Baba made up his
mind to uproot this debasing and repulsive relationship by sweet and
affectionate relationship like that which exists between spiritual father
and son. Thus he dispelled from our minds all sense of one’s inferiority,
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and engendered self-confidence in us. We are not the ones to lick the
dust of so-called Gurus. We are the scions of Shri Lakshmi and Shri
Narayan who were endowed with all virtues, superb excellence and
were completely viceless, and we can, and are, in fact, working to
obtain the highest status indicated above. To these promising souls,
who shall achieve high spiritual state, Bap-Data i.e. God Shiva and
Prajapita Brahma,—salutes after having given the nectar that is Gyan.
Contrast Brahma Baba's saluting his spiritual children with prostrating
one's self full-length at the feet of these Gurus. How remarkably
humble our Baba was!

“Admire only Shiv Baba!”

Baba kept far away from false prestige or people’s admiration or
act of worship. Now-a-days these Gurus and Sannyasis direct their
disciples to worship their portraits daily. . . Do they not thereby delink
the Buddhi of their disciples from Shiva, who is Supreme Soul and the
Uplifter of the fallen, and get it linked to their own selves, and thusincur
sin? These disciples offer the portraits of their gurus incense and
flower-wreaths and also address them as ‘their God’ in the course of
their worship. What an immense difference between this kind of
worship in every house or temple and that Meditation, taught by Shiv
Babal It is because of the former that India is going deeper and deeper
into the abyss of degradation. In such times as these, Baba directed that
pictures are not at all to be used for any form of worship. He said: “The
only being who is worship-worthy is Shiva, the Incorporeal Supreme
Soul, but He too is not to be worshipped; He is to be meditate upon.
Brahma Baba regarded himself as an intermediary whose duty it was to
give strayed and lost souls true knowledge of God and then betroth
them to Him. “Has any married woman said at any time that she loves
her husband and also the Brahmin priest who gets them married”,
Baba asked. “No, that would be adultery. Similarly, it was but adultery
or lechery, plain and simple, of one's Buddhi (mind) to love a guru ora
sannyasi besides the Incorporeal God Shiva.” Hence it was that Baba
stated it emphatically that he who forgets God Shiva and remembers
him will certainly be degraded and will go to Hell. How humble our
Baba wasl!

His Loveful Letters
His efficiency was simply remarkable. He would be getting almost
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every day letters from about 200-service centres. Most of those he
replied that very day! For quite long time his red pencil would be seen
moving on paper and a pile of replies appeared soon on the table.
These letters, written in red pencil, shone brightly as Baba's gifts to his
children. These replies were usually very shorter but they carried highly
important points of Gyan and other things, which came true in the lives
of the addressees. In just two lines much sense was packed, so much
sense that others would take more than two pages to express it That
spiritual enchanter's love, sweetness, counsels and even commands
were never in vain. It appeared that, in just a few words, he laid before
us all his affection for us to have. Owing to his being very busy he spoke
a few chosen words, and even then, in that short while, he gave a
complete solution of the problems of each individual. Everyone thus
felt that he took great care of him and understood and realised that
Baba was his own!

A multi-faceted personality

Like the lotus flower, he was taintless and impartial. This
moment he is bathing us, as it were, in the waters of divine love,
and the next moment he would be deep in sweet remembrance
of Shiva Baba. He would be saying good-bye to some of his
children, and the next moment he would become unattached
to them and turn to another job. Truly, he was lovely and vet aloof,
and was thus a singular example. Having started life as an ordinary
man, he amassed huge wealth by dint of his genius. But, no sooner had
he received God's visions than he dedicated all his wealth to Him. For
support in his old age or for his earthly children and others, he set aside
nothing. While others would be planning for rest in old age, Prajapita
Brahma took upon himself the huge task of transforming the degraded
world into a righteous one and lived the life of a true Karmayogi. His
penetrating acumen to recognise gems lying hidden could not be
surpassed by anyone. Had he not spent most of his life in assessing
gems and spotting out the true ones? In short, whosoever came into
contact with him was by him made sublime.

Baba would sometimes treat anyone affectionately and some-
times plainly talk to this very person, but without being harsh, because
all that he always aimed was to improve their character. Never did he
do anything under any stress, be it of pride, enmity or friction. He was
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above any of these evil ways, because his heart was full of divine love.
Can there then be any scope for envy or enmity in his heart? Indeed,
Baba was free from fear, enmity and conceit. Every moment comes
before my eyes, pictures one after another of the other-worldliness,
divinity and large-heartedness of Prajapita, who was the medium to
and right-hand man of Shiv Baba, the Redeemer of the fallen, and our
dearest father in the task of re-establishment of the righteous world,
called the Satyugi world which is invested with Purity, Peace and
Prosperity to their fullest extent. It is now fourteen years since he
departed from amongst us and became Avyakta (that was in 1969).

Slogan of Brahma
the World-Father:

“Service, Service and Service”

N the history of religions, there has perhaps been no other man who

worked so much, so hard and so well for the spiritual and lasting good
of mankind as Brahma Baba did. No one ever treated every human
being as a V.L.P. No one ever gave so much care, so much love and so
much service to every man, woman and child as Brahma Baba did. He
took interest in the welfare of all. No one has ever been so benevolent
and yet so humble. No one had ever reached such spiritual height and
vet expected no obeissance. He was a unique man whose thoughts,
words and acts did lasting service. They uplifted, inspired and
encouraged men and women to be honest, sincere, good and morally
sound.

Sweet Words that Solved Problems

Brahma Baba’s sweet words were sweet beyond words: He who
heard him was thrilled to the core. His words were so wise, measured,
significant and heartenting that even the gloomiest were enlivened.
Such great power there was in his words that even the limping aspirant,
who stumbled on the path of Divine Knowledge would start marching
onwards and even dumb persons would spring up all at once into
discoursing fluently to others on divine knowledge. Even the weakest
of ‘the weaker sex’ did such difficult tasks that very few valiant men
could accomplish. To these so many souls of different spiritual level,
Baba would utter sweet, appropriate and wise words which solved their
problems and brought inner satisfaction to them all. He would thus
understand the capabilities of all individual souls. They would general-
Iy tell him their own stories, sometimes exaggerated. Baba would
always reply briefly yet fully and in clear words. Baba'’s full replyto long
and detailed letters from different service centres would be in few
sentences but it would be more than satisfactory.

Baba inspired souls for a life of celibacy and complete purity, not
by mean of dry discourses and didactic exhortations but by lovefully
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and sweetly explaining the significance of purity and by winning people
through affection and sweet words.

Once, when Baba was in Bombay, a couple, quite young in years,
came to meet him. Having given them divine knowledge for a few
minutes, he presented to them a painting of Shri Lakshmi and Shri
Narayana and said, “Dear children, if you become chaste in this your last
life in the World Cycle, you will be as great and as good asthe twoin the
picture. Tell me if you agree with what this old Baba says ? Shiv Baba is
telling you this through this old man. Should you not, therefore, say :
‘Yes ?”

These sweet words of Baba had their full effect on this couple,
reaching the core of their being, like a sharp arrow. Both of them,
promised then and there, that they would remain pure throughout their
life, and, in token of this, tied Rakhis (symbolic thread) of purity to each
other. Baba then welcomed them heartily, and spoke highly of both of
them to say that only persons like these two will humble the Sannyasis
(recluses) who renounce their hearth and home, render their wives
‘widows’, so to say, even while they themselves are alive, and run away
to forests, all because they have not the calibre to be chaste while
leading a family life. That couple is an example of chastity even now,
and will remain so. Can anyone else accomplish this feat of making a
youthful couple fully chaste all through his life ?

[t would be no exaggeration to say that every word of Baba was a
golden version by itself, every action and every thought of his was for
betterment of us, souls, because he was a faithful instrument of God, who'is
knowledgeful. We are reminded of an occurrence of the year 1966. A
journalist who had, for many years, opposed the work and mission of
this institution and had made, in newspapers, an adverse criticism of
Baba, once came to Mount Abu to meet Baba, with a friend who was
now a Brahma Kumar. After only a brief meeting with Baba, this
journalist became penitent and said : “Baba, | have been a great sinner.
At the time when people were agitating against the Om Mandali in
Sindh, I pelted stones at your place and I badly criticised your
movement and you personally but now | feel that, by so doing, I
committed a heinous sin and, therefore, I crave your pardon.”

Baba, with a smile on his lips, said, “whatever is past is part of
Drama! Now let us forget about it. Well, some people criticise because
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they believe a hearsay. Shiv Baba does not mind this for the truth will
sooner or later come to be known”.

Hearing this comment, the journalist was very happy and said, “I
will never write such things in future without verifying their veracity”,

Thus, he became a votary and an admirer of the institution.

Even his loving glance and holy look did Service

Man’s eyes are the windows of the soul, and Baba's divine eyes
were spiritually bewitching. It is with these eyes of his that he captivated
our hearts. In his infinitely divine eyes, there shone, for all, his
boundless love and good wishes. He wished to make of every spiritual
child a deity, like Shri Narayan or Shri Lakshmi. At a single glance, he
guaged the spiritual state of every child, and at the next glance, he
would, at that very moment, fill him with extraordinary spiritual force in
order to remove any flaw that he had. If Baba cast once a look on
anyone, he would feel like gazing fixedly at Baba’s peace-radiating face
and would forget where he was, and would get grounded in his original
spiritual state. How his looks brought grace to one and all !

He was a moving lighthouse which worked like a searchlight !
Truly speaking, in his eyes lay the immense wealth of spiritual magic.
No wonder that some people alleged that whoever joins the institution
of Brahma Kumaris, he is charmed. They, however, did not know that
the reason for this was that Baba had immense goodwill, deep and
selfless love and geriine sympathy or compassion towards all.

His physical appearence inspired for Purity

Brahma Baba had so disciplined his aged body by means of holy
power of Rajyoga that everyone of us was astounded to observe his
busy routine, starting at about 3 in the morning till 10.30 or 11 in the
night, even at his high age of eightyfive years. Whenever anyone of his
acquaintances of his business days met him, he could not but say that
Baba was exactly as they had seen him thirty or forty years ago. Some
amongst them were young when they had seen Baba as man of little
over fifty-five when he had founded the Om Mandli. Now, when they
were at the age of 50 or 55, they themselves looked very old, with many
of their teeth missing, with their bodies worn-out and with only a few
hair on their scalps, all because they had led a life of worry, fear or
sensual pleasures. Now when they met this young man at 90 or more,
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with his bright countenance, they realised, by contrast, what wonders
the life of a Yogi can work. Involuntarily, they would respectfully bow to
him, and from their lips and, in one voice, as it were, came the words;
“Dada, you have truly made your life worth living, whereas we have
wasted it I” and “there is undoubtedly a superior, invisible force
working in you...!”

We see thus how the apparently ordinary body of Brahma Baba
inspired people to make their life as beautiful, valuable and sublime as
diamonds are.

Upliftment of women

No one has done so much for the cause of women as Baba did.
He raised the banner of their liberation from male-dominance in a
spiritual way. He gave a new meaning to the slogan ‘Vandey Matram’.
He called upon men to shed their ego and to let women lead them
spiritually, for women had special abilities to that end. Baba created a
spiritual revolution in the world with the army of women, many of
whom were semi-educated, weak, helpless, and aged and were looked
down upon by the society as a class. Women had been subservient to
man for centuries and Baba now put a stop to it. The true knowledge
now made the helpless helpful. It taught them to roar against false
principles and blind faith.

He made the ‘Impossible’ Possible

Baba had remarkable quality of keeping spiritual children of
different sanskdrs and temperament united in spiritual love-bonds. He
presented a perfect ideal of conquering Mava in a world where
everybody regards it as impossible. Great sages and saints have
floundered on the rock of celibacy. As pointed out earlier, Baba
presented a unique example. Thousands of married couples and
unmarried boys and girls took to the path of complete Brahmcharva
at Baba's inspiration. Perhaps that is why Brahmacharya was named
after Erahma.

Truly Serviceable
Thus, every thought, word and act of Baba played the divine
service of uplifting people to great spiritual heights. His physical form,
his eyes, his hands, his smile worked wonders on men. The shining soul
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between his eyebrows inspired other souls to fight Mava. His divine
sight gave the silent and subtle message to proceed towards spirituality.
Contact with him resuscitated and awakened divine virtues. His
presence was blissful. His speech touched the cords of the heart. His
spiritual powers made many happy and reformed many, and many
surrendered themselves to be in His service. His intense meditation
and peaceful vibrations have made every atom of Madhuban so peace-
giving ! Unique was his service to mankind, unique was his slogan of
‘service, service and service'. Nothing could stop him from doing good
to one and all. Even the thoughts of rest, recuperation and retirement could
not deter him. He was an angel in flesh doing ceaselessly the service of
mankind. And, in doing service, he was more enthusiastic, warm and
loving than even those to whom he did good acts ! O






